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What is a Brownfield?
Real property of which the expansion,
redevelopment, or reuse may be 
complicated by the presence or potential
presence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant. 

(Public Law 107-118 (H.R. 2869) - "Small Business 
Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act" signed 
into law January 11, 2002)









Why Redevelop Brownfields?
• Improves community image
• Mitigates blight
• Desirable locations
• Uses existing infrastructure (cost savings)
• Increases local tax base
• Facilitates job growth
• Preserves neighborhoods
• Mitigates public health and safety concerns
• Reduce the need to develop greenfields



Technical Assistance to 
Brownfields (TAB) Program

• National program

• FREE to communities 
and tribes

• Funded by EPA

• 6 TAB providers

• KSU TAB assists communities in EPA Regions 
5,6,7,8



Tribal 
Technical Assistance to 

Brownfields



TAB Assistance to 
Communities

• Free assistance with brownfields redevelopment 
planning; environmental, economic development 
expertise

• Tailored to specific community needs
• Coordinated through the city, tribal or non-profit 

brownfields project manager

• Communities accepted on a ‘first come’ basis
• Depends on staff/funding availability

• No application process, just contact us



The Brownfields Redevelopment Process
Areas Where TAB Can Assist…….

1. Plan 2. Investigate 3. Redevelop



Brownfields Redevelopment 
Process

1. Identify Brownfields 

2. Tie BFs to Redevelopment Goals/Planning

3. Investigate – Phase I/II site assessments

4. Clean-up, if necessary

5. Redevelop



1. Identify Brownfields 
Make a list or map of potential sites

Use TAB’s Brownfields Inventory Tool, 
spreadsheets, pen&paper, GIS, …

How can these sites meet your redevelopment goals?

Prioritize sites
• Community goals
• Are env. unknowns a barrier to 

redevelopment?
• Is the owner cooperating?
• Site status - (on-going state or 

federal environmental actions?)

https://www.ksutab.org/tools

https://www.ksutab.org/tools


2. Tie to Redevelopment Goals
Vision for Site, Area, and Region

• What are the community needs & opportunities?
• Conceptual scenarios and diagrams

Set Goals and make Plans
• Begin identifying partners and funding sources
• Review area plans, zoning, codes

Adjust and Revise plans as needed
• Ongoing community engagement
• Involve all stakeholders



Community Engagement 
Activities



Median & curb extension
plantings

Curb plantings frame mural
Façade renovation & extension

Herington, KS



Former Union Depot, Joplin, MO



Former Union Depot, Joplin, MO

Mixed use redevelopment



Reuse Planning – Norfolk, NE 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/825c2fd93c5547479708f6495ec39a88

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/825c2fd93c5547479708f6495ec39a88


Resource 
Roadmap



TAB Services
• Help identifying and inventorying brownfields (BiT)
• Strategic planning and redevelopment visioning
• Economic feasibility analysis
• Educational workshops and webinars
• Community outreach
• Help identify funding sources
• Review of grant applications (EPA grants – TABEZ)
• Help finding and evaluating environmental consultants
• Review of plans and technical reports
• Fact sheets and information
• Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon

May include:





Contact Info
Sabine Martin, Ph.D., P.G. 
(TAB Partner and TAB
Contact for KS, MO, NE) 

785-340-5333

smartin@ctorsolutions.com

http://www.ctorsolutions.com

Jennifer Clancey
(TAB Coordinator for EPA R7)

319-270-3394

jmclancey@ksu.edu

http://www.ksutab.org

Community/Training/Opportunity/Revitalization

mailto:smartin@ctorsolutions.com
mailto:jmclancey@ksu.edu
http://www.ksutab.org/
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