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Agenda

• About HRSA
• Grants Application Process

• Register and Get Ready
• Where and How to Find Funding 

Opportunities
• Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
• Common Mistakes and Important Tips

• Resources
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HRSA Program Areas

Health Centers

Maternal & Child Health

Organ Donation & Transplantation

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program

Telehealth

Health Workforce

Health Professionals – Loan Repayment 
and Scholarship Programs

Rural Health

340B Drug Pricing Program
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https://www.hrsa.gov/about/focus-areas

https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/
https://www.hrsa.gov/about/focus-areas


HRSA Application Process
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Register and Get Ready



Required Steps for Grants.gov Registration
Current Process

These steps MUST be completed prior to registering for 
Grants.gov:

• Register the organization with System for Award Management 
(SAM)

• A Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) or Entity ID will be assigned by 
SAM

• Designate Business Point Of Contact (i.e. Authorized 
Organization Representative – AOR)

• Register the organization with Grants.gov
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• Register with SAM
• https://sam.gov/ 
• 1.866.606.8220
• Registration is FREE

• What You Need to Register
• UEI Number
• Taxpayer Identification Number

• Renew Registration Annually

Step 1 – System for Awards Management (SAM)
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https://sam.gov/


Step 1 – SAM.gov 
Designating Electronic Business Point of Contact
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• Electronic Business Point of Contact (E-Biz POC)
• Critical role in the Grants.gov registration and application process

• Marketing Partner ID Number (MPIN) password
• Created by the E-Biz POC
• Used to log into Grants.gov to designate Authorized Organization

Representatives
• Authorized Organization Representatives (AORs)

• Designated by the E-Biz POC in Grants.gov
• Authorized to submit applications on behalf of an organization



Step 2 – Grants.gov

• Log in to www.grants.gov
• AOR must complete profile on grants.gov

• Need UEI Number
• SAM Registration

• E-Biz POC must log into Grants.gov to approve AOR 
registration

• AOR registration must be updated annually
• AOR password must be updated every 90 days

• It can take up to 4 weeks to complete the required 
registration, and that's before you apply!
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Designating AORs

Help desk:
Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week 

(excluding federal holidays)
1-800-518-4726 (U.S.)

1-606-545-5035 (International) 
support@grants.gov

http://www.grants.gov/
mailto:support@grants.gov


HRSA Application Process
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Where and How to Find 
Funding Opportunities



10



11



12



13



14



Grants.gov Support

Grants.gov Contact Center
• 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
• Closed on federal holidays
• Phone: 1-800-518-4726
• Email: support@grants.gov
• iPortal: Top 10 requested help topics (FAQs),  

Searchable knowledge base, self service ticketing  
and ticket status, and live web chat
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mailto:support@grants.gov
https://grants-portal.psc.gov/Welcome.aspx?pt=Grants


Manage Grants.gov Subscriptions
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HRSA Application Process
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NOTICE OF FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITY

(NOFO)



Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

• Explains available funding, 
application, and eligibility information

• Contains information applicants need 
to know to apply for funding

• Includes program history, regulations, 
and contact information
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What’s in A NOFO?

• Basic Information, Eligibility, and Program 
Description

• Registration Information and Application writing 
help

• Application Content

• Review Criteria

• Application submission deadlines

• Post Award Requirements

• Contact and Support Information
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Basic Information, Eligibility, and Program Description

Serves as a summary to potential 
applicants about the funding 
opportunity. 
• Program Title/Purpose
• Funding Opportunity 

Number/Due Dates
• Available Funding/Number of 

Awards
• Project Period/Start Date
• Eligible Applicants
• Link to SF-424 Application Guide
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Registration Information and Application Writing Help

Provides information about 
steps that will help you get 
ready to apply: 

• Get registered (SAM.gov, 
Grants.gov)

• Find the application 
package 

• Application writing help
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Application Content and Format
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Application Content and Format

23



• Addresses the criteria that 
agency will use to evaluate 
applications.  

• Includes the merit and other 
review criteria that 
evaluators will use to judge 
applications, including any 
statutory, regulatory, or 
other preferences (e.g.  
special populations) that will 
be applied in the review 
process. 

Review Criteria
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Application Submission Deadlines
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Award Administration and Agency Contacts
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Writing a Strong Application

27

1. Do the Research

2. Recruit a Team

3. Respond to the Guidance

4. Review the Application

5. Revise as Needed



Do the Research

• Learn about the grant 
program

• Ensure you understand the 
application requirements

• Consider your organization’s 
capacity

• Evaluate the time-cost benefit 
of applying
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Recruit a Team

• Internal Team
• Help draft the application
• Talk with colleagues and partners
• Provide honest feedback
• Have knowledge of your organization

• Consortium/Network Members 
• Determine the roles and participation 

levels
• Obtain written commitments (i.e. MOUs)
• Consider overall network structure
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Respond to the Guidance

General Tips

• Be Clear and concise 
• Focus on the project activities
• Avoid jargon and acronyms
• Describe gaps in current services
• Don’t assume reviewers’ 

knowledge of your area/program
• Use current data sources
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Review the Application & Revise as Needed

Be willing to use all available 
resources to strengthen the 
application.

• Grant writers

• Advantages/disadvantages

• Other resources?

• Have I read the funding opportunity 
announcement?

• Is my organization eligible to apply?

• Does my organization have the technical 
expertise, the personnel, and the financial 
capacity?

• Are all stakeholders in my organization 
supportive?

• Is my organization prepared to do what it 
takes?
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Write a Strong Application

• Have I read the funding opportunity announcement?

• Is my organization eligible to apply?

• Does my organization have the technical expertise, the personnel, and the 
financial capacity?

• Are all stakeholders in my organization supportive?

• Is my organization prepared to do what it takes?
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Responding to a NOFO
A Good Proposal vs. A Stronger Proposal

Good
• Explains problem
• Has a lot of information, 

but isn’t organized
• Not enough information on 

collaborations, staff, or
objective

• Gaps in response to the 
review criteria 

• Final only review by creator

Stronger
• Explains problem and what the 

organization plans on doing to fix it
• Has a lot of information, but the proposal 

flows and is easy to read and understand
• Describes current/planned collaborations, 

provides information on staff needed, 
clearly defines objective

• Responds to all the review criteria
• Reviewed by several people
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HRSA Application Process
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Common Mistakes and 
Important Tips
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1. Start preparing the 
application early.

2. Follow the NOFO 
instructions.

3. Keep your audience in 
mind.

4. Be brief and clear.

5. Be organized and logical.

6. Show evidence of solid fiscal 
management.

7. Attend to technical details.

8. Be careful when you use 
attachments.

9. Review your application to 
ensure it's accurate and 
complete.

10. Submit all information at the 
same time.

Top Ten Tips for Applicants



Top Ten Tips for Applicants

1. Start preparing the application early. 
• Complete the registration process
• Verify system access (Grants.gov, etc.)
• Review NOFO and application requirements
• Assemble grant writing team
• Attend Technical Assistance calls/webinars
• Contact Project Officer with Questions
• Submit application before the deadline
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Top Ten Tips for Applicants

2. Follow the instructions in the NOFO carefully.
• All information should be placed in the order requested.  
• A careful and ordered response is key because it: 

• Allows an applicant ease of review before submission; and
• Eliminates the possibility of Reviewers having to look for 

information or possibly overlooking information.
3. Keep your audience in mind. 

• Reviewers cannot consider outside information and will only 
review what is in your proposal.  

• Responses should speak to the program requirements.  
• Assume nothing and keep the review criteria in mind.
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Top Ten Tips for Applicants

4. Be brief, concise, and clear. 
• Plain language and active voice
• Use concrete and specific words.
• Edit for clarity and use correct grammar

5. Be organized and logical.
• Applications that fail to project a complete and thorough 

thought process, run the risk of receiving low scores during 
the review process.  

• Completeness is key in thought as well as required 
attachments.
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Top Ten Tips for Applicants

6. Show evidence of fiscal stability and sound fiscal management. 
• Review your organization’s internal financial operations.
• Identify what percent of your annual operating budget is federal 

funds.
• Assess your capacity to manage federal funds.
• Provide examples of sound financial management practices of your 

organization.
• Demonstrate your internal controls and risk management to 

prevent fraud, waste and abuse.
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7. Attend to technical details. 
• Top Grants.gov Failures:  

• SAM.gov Expirations
• File Type Associations

8. Be careful in the use of attachments. 
• Do not use attachments for information required in the 

narrative.
• Cross reference tables and attachments to the appropriate 

section of the application.
• Upload required forms in the proper order.

Top Ten Tips for Applicants
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Top Ten Tips for Applicants

9. Print out and carefully review your electronic 
applications for accuracy and completeness.

10. Submit all information at the same time.
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Common Mistakes

• Not registered with Grants.gov
• Missing or incorrect UEI on application
• Expired SAM registration
• Grants.gov application submission is rejected for 

errors and applicant did not leave enough time to 
correct before the deadline

• Grants.gov rejection email is in your spam folder
• AOR is not approved by E-Biz Point of Contact
• AOR is not available to submit the application
• Applying to the wrong announcement number
• Application exceeds page limits
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Common Mistakes (cont’d)

• Applicant does not address the Need in the NOFO
• Applicant responds with a list of activities, but 

does not tie these activities to the overall 
application

• Data – applicant leaves areas of the application 
blank, incomplete, or is using outdated data

• Attachments – missing, incomplete, out of order, 
or mislabeled attachments
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Available Training and Technical Assistance

• Program Contacts
• NOFO TA Call date and time
• HRSA website
• Grants.gov website

• Forecasted NOFOs
• Archived NOFOs

• Grants 101 Workshops

• OFAAM’s Healthy Grants Workshop
• Found under

• Grants
• Manage Your Grant
• Training
• Technical Assistance Webinars
• Healthy Grants Workshops 

• 2022, 2023, 2024, and 
2025 are posted online
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https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/manage-your-grant/training/workshops


HRSA Grant Technical Assistance Resources

• HRSA Grants Technical Assistance Webpage:  
https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply-for-a-grant 

• One-stop-shop for potential applicants on how 
to apply for HRSA Federal assistance.

• Prospective applicants will find information 
about applying for a HRSA grant, including 
eligibility criteria, application preparation, and 
specific steps to meet requirements. 
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https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply-for-a-grant


http://data.hrsa.gov 

HRSA Grant Technical Assistance Resources
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http://data.hrsa.gov/


Contact 

Myesha Kennedy, MPH 
Public Health Analyst  
Office of Intergovernmental and External Affairs
Kansas City Regional Office
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
Phone: 816-807-1770
Email: Mkennedy@hrsa.gov 
Web: https://www.hrsa.gov/about/organization/offices/hrsa-iea 
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mailto:Mkennedy@hrsa.gov
https://www.hrsa.gov/about/organization/offices/hrsa-iea
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Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at: 
www.HRSA.gov

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 

http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/HRSAgov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube
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