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Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)

University of Connecticut EPA Region 1

New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT)

EPA Region 2 (Region 4 beginning 1 Oct. 2023)

The West Virginia University EPA Region 3

The International City/County Management 
Association EPA Region 4

Kansas State University – EPA Regions 5, 6, 7 & 8

Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR)
EPA Regions 9 and 10

A national program funded by U.S. EPA 

• Technical assistance for communities and tribes revitalizing communities through brownfields 
redevelopment

• Services provided are free and tailored to meet specific needs

https://cbi.engr.uconn.edu/
http://www.njit.edu/tab/index.php
https://wvbrownfields.org/
https://icma.org/topics/brownfields
https://icma.org/topics/brownfields
https://www.ksutab.org/contact/bystate
https://www.cclr.org/


TAB Assistance to Communities
▪ Free assistance with brownfields redevelopment planning; 

environmental, economic development expertise

▪ Tailored to specific community needs

▪ Coordinated through the city, tribal or non-profit 
brownfields project manager

▪ Communities accepted on a ‘first come’ basis

▪ Depends on staff/funding availability

▪ No application process, just contact us



TAB Services
• Help identifying and inventorying brownfields (BiT)
• Strategic planning and redevelopment visioning 
• Economic feasibility analysis
• Educational workshops and webinars 
• Community outreach 
• Help identify funding sources 
• Review of grant applications (EPA grants – TABEZ)
• Help finding and evaluating environmental consultants
• Review of plans and technical reports
• Fact sheets and information
• Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon

May include:



Tasks Associated with BF Grants
KSU TAB can help with:

1. Identification/Prioritization of Brownfields
2. Community Engagement
3. Strategic Redevelopment Planning
4. Leveraging Other Funding Sources
5. Grant Review



1. Identification/Prioritization of 
Brownfields

KSU TAB assistance

▪ Identification strategies
▪ Windshield tours
▪ Review of env. docs
▪ Brownfields Inventory Tool (BiT)



Identify Your Brownfields
• Make a list or map of potential sites

• Use TAB’s Brownfields Inventory Tool, 
      spreadsheets, pen & paper, GIS, …
 
Prioritize sites
• Community goals
• Are env. unknowns a barrier to redevelopment?
• Is the owner cooperating?
• Site status - (on-going state or 
•       federal environmental actions?)

How can these sites meet your redevelopment goals?

BIT – Brownfield Inventory Tool
https://etools.ksutab.org/tools/bit

https://etools.ksutab.org/tools/bit


2. Community Engagement
KSU TAB assistance:

▪ Community outreach events
▪ Presentations at public meetings (ex. – city council)
▪ Surveys (on-line, mail, at other events)
▪ Educational workshops
▪ Community engagement tools
▪ Identification of stakeholders
▪ Tailored to community-specific needs



Community Engagement 
Activities



Redevelopment Planning 

Window vinyl 
Awning signage
Foundation planters

Median 
Sidewalk tree  
Curb extension plantings



Reuse Planning – Norfolk, NE

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/825c2fd93c5547479708f6495ec39a88

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/825c2fd93c5547479708f6495ec39a88


https://www.downtownjoplin
.com/endangered-properties-
program/union-depot/

https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/
https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/
https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/
https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/
https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/
https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/
https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/
https://www.downtownjoplin.com/endangered-properties-program/union-depot/


3. Strategic Redevelopment Planning

KSU TAB assistance:

▪ Community Visioning
▪ Market Analysis
▪ Proforma Assistance
▪ Economic Feasibility Analysis
▪ Infrastructure Feasibility Analysis



4. Leveraging Funding

KSU TAB assistance:

▪ Identification of Funding 
Sources/Resource Roadmaps

▪ Liaison between you and 
state and federal agencies



5. Grant Review

KSU TAB assistance:

▪ TAB EZ

▪ Review your draft 
application

TAB EZ – EPA BF grant writing tool
https://etools.ksutab.org/tools/tabez

https://etools.ksutab.org/tools/tabez


Soil Testing for Community Gardens
Identify suitable locations for 
community gardening based 
on soil quality – via KSU Dept. 
of Agronomy



Brownfields to Brightfields

Via KSU Partner Rocky 
Mountain Institute

Consulting re solar energy 
(suitability, siting, resource 
identification for 
implementation, etc.)



Application Process for TAB Assistance

▪ Contact us

▪ We’ll set up a call to discuss 
assistance needs

▪ Review needs and TAB 
capability

▪ Agree on a course of action

▪ Get started



Final Tips
• Follow the current guidelines

• Be clean and concise

• No typos!

• Make sure budget adds up

• Check sections against eval 
criteria

• Observe font requirements 
and page limitations

• Respond to all 
criteria/questions

▪ Don’t assume a reviewer now 
your community/region

▪ Have your proposal reviewed - 
multiple times!

▪ This cannot be a last-minute 
effort – start early!

▪ Participate in grant webinars

▪ Need clarification? Call EPA

▪ Don’t wait until last minute to 
submit!

▪ Use TABEZ



Contact Info

Sabine Martin, Ph.D., P.G. 
President/Owner CTOR Solutions

KSU TAB Partner and TAB Contact for KS, MO, NE 

785-340-5333

smartin@ctorsolutions.com

https://ctorsolutions.com/

mailto:smartin@ctorsolutions.com
https://ctorsolutions.com/


LET’S 
CONNECT!
Scan the QR code to 

get in touch with a TAB 
team member or to 
join our mailing list.



Feedback

1. Click this link 
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8IbCtXRShGIqmOy

2.       Scan this QR image from your smartphone

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8IbCtXRShGIqmOy
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