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“A real property in which the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse may be complicated by 
the presence or potential presence of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant.”

Generally, Brownfield properties:
• Have liability concerns (or fear of the unknown)
• Have low acquisition costs
• Can be repurposed to meet important needs
• Are eligible for various grant funds/tax 

incentives 

What is a brownfield?



Small Business Liability Relief and 
Brownfields Revitalization Act (1/11/2002)

• Provides liability protections for buyers

• Provides funding for brownfield assessment 
and cleanup to:

• Local governments (including Development 
Organizations), nonprofits, States, and 
Tribes 

• Requires community involvement 

• Redevelopment must benefit community 
(e.g. creates jobs/provides housing)

BEFORE

AFTER

What is Brownfields Law?



• Gas stations
• Dry Cleaners
• Manufacturing Facilities
• Chemical Storage Areas
• Vehicle Repair shops
• Old buildings with:

• Asbestos 
• Lead based paint
• PCB caulking
• Heating oil tanks
• Animal waste
• Illegal drug production residue 

Common Brownfield Sites



➢ Financial Benefit

• Often Lower Property Costs

• Potential Tax Benefits

➢ Existing Infrastructure

➢ Desirable Location

➢ Remove Blight and Contamination

Why redevelop brownfields?



➢ Do your Environmental Due Diligence

➢ Get funding for assessments and cleanups

➢ Types of Brownfield Grants

➢ Get help from your TAB provider

How do we tackle brownfields?



➢ Do your Environmental Due Diligence

• Perform a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment before property 
acquisition

• Needed for liability protections

• Required for Brownfields funding & services 

➢ Get funding for assessments and cleanups
➢ Types of Brownfield Grants
➢ Get help from your TAB provider

How do we tackle brownfields?



➢ Do your Environmental Due Diligence

• Perform a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment before property 
acquisition

• Needed for liability protections

• Required for Brownfields funding 

➢ Get funding for assessments and cleanups
➢ Types of Brownfield Grants
➢ Get help from your TAB provider

How do we tackle brownfields?

**The most important takeaway 

from this presentation**



➢ Do your Environmental Due Diligence

➢ Get funding for assessments and cleanups

Non-competitive services
• EPA Region 6 Targeted Brownfields Assessment (TBA)
• State Brownfields Programs (e.g. RRC or TCEQ)
• Local Brownfields Programs (e.g. City, COG, or nonprofit)

Competitive EPA grant funding (MARC Grants)
• Funds given directly to the applicant to hire contractors to perform  

assessments/cleanups

➢ Types of Brownfield Grants
➢ Get help from your TAB provider

How do we tackle brownfields?



➢ Do your Environmental Due Diligence

➢ Get funding for assessments and cleanups

➢ Types of Brownfield Grants
• Assessment: Phase I ESAs and Phase IIs, cleanup planning, planning activities

• Cleanup: Cleanup, health monitoring, monitor/enforcement of institutional 
controls

• Multipurpose: Assessments and cleanups 

• Revolving Loan Fund: Provide low or no interest loans and/or subgrants for 
cleanup

➢ Get help from your TAB provider

How do we tackle brownfields?



➢ Do your Environmental Due Diligence

➢ Get funding for assessments and cleanups

➢ Types of Brownfield Grants

➢ Get help from your TAB provider

KSU TAB can help you through the entire Brownfield process! 

• Community Engagement & Community/Economic development
• Grant review

• Environmental Procurement & Technical document reviews

• So much more!

How do we tackle brownfields?



KSU TAB: 
Who we are & What we do

ksutab.org



Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)

Who are the TAB Service Providers?

What is TAB?

▪ A national program funded by U.S. EPA 
▪ Services provided are FREE and tailored to address specific  

community needs
▪ Assist communities and tribes with the brownfield assessment, 

cleanup and redevelopment process

▪ Planning, environmental and economic development expertise

▪ Webinars, workshop, e-tools (e.g., BiT, TAB EZ) and online 
resources

▪ And much, much more…

University of Connecticut EPA Region 1

New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) EPA Regions 2 & 4

The West Virginia University EPA Region 3

Kansas State University – EPA Regions 5, 6, 7 & 8 

Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR) EPA Regions 9 & 10

https://cbi.engr.uconn.edu/
http://www.njit.edu/tab/index.php
https://wvbrownfields.org/
https://www.ksutab.org/contact/bystate
https://www.cclr.org/


KSU TAB Resources & Assistance 

All services are FREE

Services are provided by:

KSU TAB Staff and, as needed, 

TAB Partners

Three main categories of services

Capacity 
Building

Outreach & 
Education

One-on-
one 

Assistance 



KSU TAB Resources & Assistance 

KSU TAB provides services to 

local governments; 501(c)(3) not-

for-profit organizations, and 

quasi-governmental agencies.

Capacity 
Building

Outreach & 
Education

One-on-
one 

Assistance 

KSU TAB Assistance

**Look for this throughout the presentation for assistance that 
KSU TAB can provide**



Redeveloping Brownfield 
Properties

ksutab.org



Reuse 
Visioning & 
Planning

Conduct 
Environmental 
Assessments 

Leverage 
Funding 

Cleanup Redevelop

EPA RLF and/or Cleanup GrantsEPA Assessment Grants 

Planning Environmental Revitalize 

Identify & 
Prioritize 
Sites 

The Brownfields Process (generally…)



Reuse 
Visioning & 
Planning

Conduct 
Environmental 
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Leverage 
Funding 

Cleanup Redevelop

EPA RLF and/or Cleanup GrantsEPA Assessment Grants 
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The Brownfields Process (generally…)



Identify Sites
• Walking/Windshield Tours

• Community Meetings and Workshops

• Community Surveys

• Online Research and Data Review 

• Brownfields Inventory Tool (BiT) – KSU TAB only

Prioritize Sites
• Alignment with strategic plans

• Level of suspected contamination 

• Proximity to sensitive neighborhoods or 
environmental resources

• Redevelopment potential and market 
viability 

• Access and Infrastructure 

• Community Support 

Planning 
Strategic Planning & Visioning

• Set community Goals and Objectives 

• Identify stakeholders 

• Community Visioning Sessions 

• Community engagement at public events

• Market Analysis/Pro Formas

• Feasibility Studies

• Conceptual Renderings 

• Community Benefits Calculator – KSU TAB only

These activities can be funded through or provided by:
• KSU Technical Assistance to Brownfields 
• EPA Land Revitalization Technical Assistance
• EPA Competitive Grants (Assessment or Multipurpose) 



Identify & Prioritize Sites

KSU TAB Assistance



▪ Site details & information

▪ Structured to mirror the brownfields 
redevelopment process 

▪ Assessment, cleanup, institutional 
controls

▪ Redevelopment

▪ Upload photos and documents

▪ Funding Summary

▪ Import and Export data

Brownfields Inventory Tool (BiT)

KSU TAB Assistance



Environmental Data
Review 

KSU TAB Assistance



Reuse Visioning 

EXAMPLES

KSU TAB Assistance



Market Analysis

KSU TAB Assistance



Pro Formas

KSU TAB Assistance



• Assist communities in evaluating 
potential reuse options for brownfields 
redevelopment and other real estate 
development projects.

• The CBC prompts the user to gather 
information and answer questions to 
as well as whether the project supports 
current public priorities.

• The CBC is not intended for use in 
making final decisions about projects.

Community Benefits Calculator 

KSU TAB Assistance



Feasibility Studies 

KSU TAB Assistance



Conceptual Renderings

KSU TAB Assistance



Conceptual Renderings 

KSU TAB Assistance



Conceptual Renderings 

KSU TAB Assistance



Determine 
Reuse 
Vision & 
Goals 

Conduct 
Environmental 
Assessments 

Leverage 
Funding 

Cleanup Redevelop

EPA RLF and/or Cleanup GrantsEPA Assessment Grants 

Planning Environmental Revitalize 

Identify & 
Prioritize 
Brownfields 

Brownfields Redevelopment Process



Phase I ESA – a records review of the property to identify 
possible sources of contamination 

Phase II ESA – collect soil, groundwater, and air samples to 
determine in contamination is present and at what levels

Cleanup planning (as needed) – Evaluate the costs and 
requirements to cleanup a site to applicable standards based 
on the future land use of the property. 

Cleanup – Remove or control contamination on the property to 
prevent exposure to humans and the environment. Extent of 
cleanup may be determined by the reuse of the site. 

Environmental 



Phase I ESA – a records review of the property to identify 
possible sources of contamination 

Phase II ESA – collect soil, groundwater, and air samples to 
determine in contamination is present and at what levels

Cleanup planning (as needed) – Evaluate the costs and 
requirements to cleanup a site to applicable standards based 
on the future land use of the property. 

Cleanup – Remove or control contamination on the property to 
prevent exposure to humans and the environment. Extent of 
cleanup may be determined by the reuse of the site. 

Environmental 

Can be funded/provided through:
• EPA Region 6 TBA Funds
• RRC Brownfields 
• TCEQ Brownfields 
• EPA Competitive Grants:

• Assessment 
• Multipurpose



Phase I ESA – a records review of the property to identify 
possible sources of contamination 

Phase II ESA – collect soil, groundwater, and air samples to 
determine in contamination is present and at what levels

Cleanup planning (as needed) – Evaluate the costs and 
requirements to cleanup a site to applicable standards based 
on the future land use of the property. 

Cleanup – Remove or control contamination on the property to 
prevent exposure to humans and the environment. Extent of 
cleanup may be determined by the reuse of the site. 

Environmental 

Can be funded/provided through:
• RRC Brownfields (limited)
• TCEQ Brownfields (limited)
• EPA Competitive Grants:

• Cleanup 
• RLF
• Multipurpose  



Technical Report Reviews
KSU TAB Staff can provide technical reviews of:

• Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments 

• Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives

• Cleanup Plans

• Cleanup Reports 

• Quality Assurance Project Plans

• Sampling and Analysis Plans

• Other technical reports

KSU TAB Assistance



TAB EZ
• Free and user friendly

• Collaborative 

• “Helpful Hints” for addressing grant criteria

• View Ranking Criteria and Evaluation 

Criteria side-by-side 

Grant Writing Help

KSU TAB Assistance



MARC Grant Review 

Multipurpose Assessment Cleanup
Revolving Loan 

Fund

KSU TAB staff will provide a thorough review of your EPA Grant!

You can request a review at any time, but generally reviews begin once the EPA 
releases grant guidelines in the fall. Review Time: ~3 to 4 business days

KSU TAB Assistance



RFP/RFQ Template 
& Review

KSU TAB Assistance
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Brownfields Redevelopment Process



Resource Roadmaps 

KSU TAB Assistance



ksutab.org

Thank you.
Questions?



For Brownfields Technical Assistance in 
Texas, please contact:

Scott Nightingale
KSU TAB Director for EPA Region 6
scottnight@ksu.edu
785.207.6021

Leslie Etzel
KSU TAB Asst. Director for EPA Region 6
leslieetzel@ksu.edu
864.404.5421

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under assistance 

agreement (TR-84027001) to Kansas State University. The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and 

policies of the Environmental Protection Agency, nor does the EPA endorse trade names or recommend the use of commercial 

products mentioned in this document.
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