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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Title: Maps and Data for your Brownfields project
Description: Applicants for EPA Brownfields funding are typically asked to locate projects in areas with sensitive populations. This presentation will highlight EPA and other online mapping tools to find demographic, health, environmental, and resilience information at a community scale. A list of training resources will be provided.
 
Some of the tools I will highlight are:
EPA’s EnviroAtlas https://www.epa.gov/enviroatlas
EPA’s Toxics Release Inventory https://www.epa.gov/tri
Centers for Disease Control’s Places dataset https://www.cdc.gov/places

Webpage: https://www.epa.gov/enviroatlas/enviroatlas-brownfields
Factsheet: https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/documents/enviroatlasbrownfields_sciencetemplate_10.2.pdf





Common Questions
• What do the Brownfields grant solicitations say?
• What map tools can help applicants describe their community 

and/or target areas?
• What datasets are available for sensitive populations, 

floodplains, environmental exposures, proximity to releases, 
etc.?

• How can users get the data and maps out of those websites 
and into their grant application?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please note that there are the limits on use of maps in the applications:
As a separate one-page attachment, you may include a map to visually depict the target area(s) and/or priority site(s). 
Do not include any additional information or data on the map.




Describing your Target Area
• Identify the geographic boundary(ies) where you propose to 

conduct activities under this grant and discuss the brownfield challenges and their 
impacts. Provide a brief overview of how this grant may help address those challenges 
and impacts.

• Within the geographic boundary(ies), identify and describe the 
specific target area(s) where you plan to focus grant activities, such as a 
neighborhood, district, corridor, or census tract.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The text in this slide is from the 2025 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) and the specific language may be different in the upcoming NOFO.
We don’t have the final version of what the grant solicitation text will be this year, but it will be different from what’s on the slide. 




Health or Welfare of Sensitive Populations
• Identify sensitive populations in the target area(s). Describe the 

health or welfare issues of such groups and discuss how this grant and reuse strategy/projected 
site reuse(s) will address those issues and/or help identify and reduce threats to the health or 
welfare of such groups.

• Describe how this grant and reuse strategy/projected site reuse(s) will address, or help identify 
and reduce, threats to populations in the target area(s) that suffer from a greater-than-
normal incidence of diseases or conditions (including cancer, 
asthma, or birth defects) that may be associated with exposure to 
hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or petroleum.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From FY26 Brownfields Job Training Grants Notice of Funding Opportunity
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-07/epa-i-olem-oblr-25-01_0.pdf

Applications for grants under this funding announcement will be reviewed more favorably under Section 6.B.1.A. Community Description evaluation criterion if the applicant targets high-need individuals in the target area who will benefit from the program. Examples of high-need individuals are: unemployed or severely under-employed individuals, dislocated workers, formerly incarcerated persons, veterans, individuals with little to no advanced education past high school level, opportunity youth6 , single custodial parents, Tribal Nations, and residents of communities disproportionately impacted by environmental or human health harms or risks (including disproportionately impacted low-income, sensitive populations,

Community Need section:

(ii) The degree to which the applicant provides a detailed description of their community and the degree to which their community is impacted by a variety of waste facilities, blighted properties, contaminated sites, and other environmental issues. The degree to which the described environmental, public health, and employment/workforce challenges negatively impact the target community. 
(iii)The extent to which the demographic information identifies the environmental, social, public health, economic issues, and brownfield challenges. (5 points) (iii) The extent to which demographic statistics are provided for the target area, including a comparison to the larger local,state, and/or national averages and the degree to which the statistics for the target area demonstrate that the project will benefit communities in the target area. Note, responses that do not clearly identify sources of information used will be evaluated less favorably. (5 points)
(iv) The extent to which the project will benefit and help facilitate the identification and reduction of threats to human health and the environment that may be associated with exposure to hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants, and the health or welfare of the target area population, including affected sensitive populations, and other high-need individuals in the target area (5 points)




Sensitive populations are defined in 
CERCLA § 104(k)(6)(C)(x)
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Sensitive Populations are defined in the CERCLA statute
Sensitive populations are those populations that are likely to experience elevated health risks from pollution, including populations based on age (young children and the elderly), pregnant women, and serious disease burden (such as, high rates of cancer, asthma, chronic respiratory disease, coronary heart disease, low birth weights, etc.), as well as low-income populations. See CERCLA § 104(k)(6)(C)(x). 
The Brownfields Program will implement this provision in accordance with all applicable law.

“42 U.S. Code 9604- Response Authorities
(k) Brownfields Revitalization Funding
(6) Grant Applications, 
(C)Ranking Criteria,
(iii) 
The extent to which a grant would address or facilitate the identification and reduction of threats to human health and the environment, including threats in areas in which there is a greater-than-normal incidence of diseases or conditions (including cancer, asthma, or birth defects) that may be associated with exposure to hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants.
(x) 
The extent to which a grant would address or facilitate the identification and reduction of threats to the health or welfare of children, pregnant women, minority or low-income communities, or other sensitive populations.
(xi)
The extent to which a grant would address a site adjacent to a body of water or a federally designated flood plain.
(xii)
The extent to which a grant would facilitate—
	(I)
	the location at a brownfield site of a facility that generates renewable electricity from wind, solar, or geothermal energy; or
	(II)
	any energy efficiency improvement project at a brownfield site, including a project for a combined heat and power system or a district energy system.”




Mapping Tools

epa.gov/enviroatlas
epa.gov/tri

cdc.gov/places

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I will briefly highlight these map and data tools available online.
Some states also have their own mapping tools such as CalEnviroScreen https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen
The US Census also provides community data profiles with demographic, housing and economic information. https://data.census.gov/profile



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
EnviroAtlas was launched in 2014 and is a result of a collaboration with the US Geological Survey and US Department of Agriculture.
The tool has national level data as well as community level data for over 30 cities across the country.
www.epa.gov/enviroatlas








Download EnviroAtlas data

1. Select an area and 
export individual 
layers

2. Download entire 
datasets >>>>



EnviroAtlas data layers relevant to Brownfields

• Facilities (Brownfields, Tanks, Air, Water, TRI, 
Superfund, Hazardous Waste, Enforcement)

• Census boundaries
• Housing, Income, Low Income workers
• Floodplains, Impaired Waters
• Health and Risk, Air Toxics

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are about 30 data layers in EnviroAtlas (out of the 500+ layers) relevant to Brownfields projects:
Brownfields Properties (ACRES)
 EPA Underground Storage Tanks (non-EnviroAtlas)
 Permitted Water Dischargers (Major; NPDES)
 Permitted Water Dischargers (NPDES)
 Air Quality System (AIRS AQS)
 Integrated Compliance Information System-Air (ICIS-Air)
 Integrated Compliance Information System - Air Major (ICIS-Air Major)
 Toxic Release Inventory (TRI)
 Superfund Sites (NPL)
 Superfund Sites (SEMS)
 Hazardous Waste Sites (RCRA; Inactive)
 Hazardous Waste Sites (RCRA; Active)
 Impaired & Assessed Waters, Points (ATTAINS)
 Impaired & Assessed Waters, Lines (ATTAINS)
 Impaired & Assessed Waters, Areas (ATTAINS)
 CDC Asthma Prevalence (Census tract, non-EnviroAtlas)
 Respiratory risk (hazard index) due to cumulative air toxics (Census tract)
 Non-cancer neurological risk (hazard index) due to cumulative air toxics (Census tract)
 Cancer risk per million due to cumulative air toxics (Census tract)
 Housing density (units per acre, Census block group)
 Qualified Opportunity Zones (Census tract)
 Percent Low income workers (workplace location, Census block group)
 Percent Low income workers (home location, Census block group)
 Residential address vacancy rate for 2014 (Census tract)
 Business address vacancy rate for 2014 (Census tract)
 Percentage of households below the quality of life threshold income (Census block group)
 Number of farmers markets (Census block group)
 FEMA Federally Designated Floodplains (non-EnviroAtlas)
 Estimated Floodplains
 National Land Cover Database (2019)
 Population density (Dasymetric allocation)
 State, County, Census tract, and Census block group boundaries




EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) has data!
• On-site releases of TRI chemicals to:

– Air
– Water
– Land

• Transfer of chemical waste to off-site locations

• Other waste management:
– Recycling
– Treatment
– Energy Recovery

– Pollution prevention activities

• Data by state, county, city, zipcode

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Toxic Release Inventory is one of the EPA datasets included in the EnviroAtlas mapping tool. But it has more information on releases and other waste management practices of toxic chemicals from certain facilities.
TRI collects data annually from more than 21,000 facilities across the country and covers over 800 individually-listed chemicals and 33 chemical categories.

As we’ve discussed, companies submit a wealth of chemical-specific information for their industrial facilities.  

For each chemical report, there’s information on:

 the amount released to air, land and water;
   
how much of the chemical is transferred to an off-site location; 

the amount that is recycled, treated and energy recovered, and 

If there are activities to prevent the chemical from escaping into the environment.   




Learn about chemical releases and waste 
management in your community

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TRI has been collecting data since 1987.




14U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s an example of a redacted table taken from an actual Brownfields application back in 2021.  
In the far right column, suspected contaminants are included.  This chemical information can be taken from a past TRI report.  



The 
CDC 

Places 
dataset 

has 
health
info

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PLACES began in 2015 as the 500 Cities Project and includes data on 40 chronic disease and other health-related measures for the entire United States.
In December 2020, the 500 Cities Project expanded to become PLACES, offering population-level health estimates for all U.S. counties, places, census tracts, and ZCTAs.
PLACES reflects innovations in generating valid small-area estimates for population health and provides data uniformly across the urban-rural spectrum.
PLACES is the first-ever project to provide data at multiple local area-levels, including county-, place-, census tract-, and ZCTA-level. These data can be viewed by geographic level as well as by measure and downloaded by users for their secondary analysis.
PLACES enables retrieval, visualization, and exploration of uniformly defined local area data in the 50 states and Washington, DC for conditions, behaviors, and risk factors that have a substantial effect on population health.
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Presentation Notes
CDC Places dataset also lets you compare measures for up to 3 places to the national averages.
To approximate a report, you could add up to 3 places and see the comparison with the national data. You can also compare measures by county to the national data.
There is no way to see the state level data.



Demo time!
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Presentation Notes
EPA’s EnviroAtlas https://www.epa.gov/enviroatlas
EPA’s Toxics Release Inventory https://www.epa.gov/tri
Centers for Disease Control’s Places dataset https://www.cdc.gov/places



Hibbing, MN Clovis, NM Salem, OH

EnviroAtlas
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EPA’s EnviroAtlas https://www.epa.gov/enviroatlas




TRI - You can find out what chemicals are released 
or managed at facilities in your community

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
EPA’s Toxics Release Inventory https://www.epa.gov/tri
The Toxic Release inventory has been published since 1987 and you can download a factsheet by city, county, zipcode or watershed.
Check out the whole TRI Toolbox - https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-toolbox



Hibbing, MN - Asthma Clovis, NM - Cancer Salem, OH

CDC Places map has 40 health measures

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Centers for Disease Control’s Places dataset https://www.cdc.gov/places




These mapping tools have online 
training and resources to help you!

epa.gov/enviroatlas
epa.gov/tri

cdc.gov/places

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So I’ve quickly highlighted these mapping tools, and each one has training videos online in case you want to learn more about them.
Some states also have their own mapping tools such as CalEnviroScreen https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen

Also, these free mapping tools provide environmental, demographic and health data:
EPA Envirofacts https://enviro.epa.gov
EPA AirToxScreen https://www.epa.gov/AirToxScreen
EPA Cleanups in My Community https://epa.gov/cimc

US Census Data Profile factsheet https://data.census.gov/profile
Census Reporter https://censusreporter.org

FEMA Resilience Analysis and Planning Tool https://rapt-fema.hub.arcgis.com
ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/svi/svi-interactive-map.html



Questions?

Lucy Stanfield
U.S. EPA

stanfield.lucy@epa.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The TRI program has data coordinators in each EPA region, so you can contact them to ask for assistance.
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-regional-coordinators
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