
Turning abandoned land from 
liability to possibility



Our mission is to promote the sustainable, 
equitable and responsible reuse of underutilized 
and environmentally impacted properties. We 
educate, advocate, assist and convene stakeholders 
to revitalize communities through land recycling.

Center for Creative Land Recycling 
(CCLR or “see clear”)

Provided Assistance to

328
Unique entities/communities

Trained

2,790
Land reuse practitioners at 

events/webinars

Helped Secure 

$30.9M
In EPA brownfield grants, 

91% of all R9/10 selectees

CCLR is U.S. EPA’s Technical 
Assistance to Brownfields 
Provider (TAB) for EPA 
Regions 9 and 10!

In 2024, we: 



How CCLR Can Help – Grant Review

Help you plan out your application narrative approach 

Help you engage stakeholders and partners

Help you navigate data platforms to tell your story

Connect you to grantees that have had success in applying for and managing 
MARC grants

Provide resources to help you navigate the application process and craft a 
compelling narrative

Provide a thorough review of your application including multiple rounds of edits 



“I learned so much 
through the process of 
working with … CCLR 
and have been able to 
apply my learning to 
other grant applications 
as well!  Thank you for 
your “tough love” and 
constructive feedback!“

- Grant Review TA 
Recipient

Example of a completed grant review scoring rubric. This always accompanies 
a redline-edited draft of your application narrative. 



Access CCLR Grant Review!How to Access CCLR Grant Review

Grant Review Submission Instructions: 

● Email the narrative of your FY26 EPA Brownfields Grant Application to 
marcreview@cclr.org by January 7, 2026 to provide time for two full rounds of 
comments. Drafts should be completed and within 2 pages of the page limit. 

● Attach your application in Microsoft word (doc/docx) format. 

● Name the file: APPLICANT NAME_STATE_GRANT TYPE_Review Request

Ex: City of Whoville_OR_Cleanup_Review Request

● CCLR will also provide feedback on your Application Information Sheet, Threshold 
Criteria Response, and other application materials upon request. 

● To Consultants: If you are sending CCLR an application on behalf of an eligible 
applicant, you must include the their contact and copy them on all communications 
with CCLR. We won’t begin application review until the applicant is included!

mailto:marcreview@cclr.org


● Make it easy for reviewers to score you well! Articulate points clearly and concisely
● Use NOFO language and follow the framework provided 
● Ensure all NOFO sections and related project components are represented
● Know grant requirements and deliverables (outputs & outcomes)
● Provide context - reviewer/s do not know your community or project
● Have an external reviewer provide comments 
● Learn from winning applications

Tips from CCLR: Writing an Effective Narrative

Know your “why”!   
Your application should tell the story of why, what and how 
(Why does this project exist? how does it align with federal priorities? 
what resources are needed and where they will come from)



● Include Threshold as a separate document!
● Understand programmatic requirements 
● Understand Grant Timeline
● Identify your Team
● Understand Grant Administration
● Grant requirements
● Compliance
● Reporting obligations
● Have a “village” - you cannot do it alone

Tips from CCLR: Meeting Grant Requirements

Be ready to manage 
an EPA grant!
● Honestly assess your 

organization’s capacity
● Take the EPA Grant 

Management Training

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/programmatic-requirements-brownfield-grants
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients


Resource: Using Data to Make Your Case: Resources to 
Jump-Start Your Journey to Revitalization

Using Data to Support your Application

Build + Backup Your Narrative with Data:
● Show the impact of brownfield sites and 

histories of contamination 

● Show community demographics including: 

○ Health of Welfare of Sensitive Populations

○ Greater Than Normal Incidence of Disease 

○ Disproportionately Impacted Populations

https://www.flipsnack.com/867B8966AED/using-data-to-make-your-brownfield-reuse-case/full-view.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/867B8966AED/using-data-to-make-your-brownfield-reuse-case/full-view.html


CCLR's Tips on Getting Started with MARC – 
This explores FY25’s guidelines, but the tips 
are very relevant!

Successful EPA MARC grant examples

Return of the MAC - CCLR's Webinar on 
Writing a MAC application

EPA’s Tips on Getting Started with MARC 

EPA Grants Management Training - Browse to 
see if you are ready for grant management

CCLR’s guide to writing a grant budget

Significant Support for Writing your 
Grant! – MARC Grant Helpful Hints from 
CCLR and KSU 

Additional Resources to Get Started

https://www.cclr.org/expert-advice/fy25-brownfield-grant-tips
https://www.cclr.org/about-us/successful-epa-brownfield-grant-examples
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8a0RhtOkoQ&t=3s
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/tips-how-get-started-early-preparing-your-brownfields-marc-grant-application
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.cclr.org/expert-advice/beyond-the-numbers
https://www.ksutab.org/resources?combine=helpful+hints&field_state_target_id=All&field_tags_target_id=132&field_category_target_id=All
https://www.ksutab.org/resources?combine=helpful+hints&field_state_target_id=All&field_tags_target_id=132&field_category_target_id=All


Connect with CCLR!

Schedule a Meeting Join our Newsletter 
List

Support Us!
Become a Member/

Event Sponsor
Visit www.CCLR.org
For more information on 
our events & services

Jean.Hamerman@CCLR.org
Lauren.Ghazikhanian@CCLR.org

http://www.cclr.org
mailto:Jean.Hamerman@CCLR.org
mailto:Lauren.Ghazikhanian@CCLR.org

