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THANK YOU for joining us today. We will get started in a moment.

Beth Grigsby, KSU TAB, beth27@ksu.edu



Technical Assistance to Brownfields 
(TAB)
• Nationally funding program by U.S. EPA

• Technical assistance for communities, 
nonprofits, regional councils and tribes
revitalizing communities through
brownfields redevelopment

• Services provided are free and tailored to
meet specific needs



You’ve Got a Friend in TAB
TAB providers can fill gaps and help support overall project goals.

▪ Help identifying your community’s brownfields

▪ Strategic planning and reuse visioning 

▪ Solar and Green Energy Strategies

▪ Economic feasibility and Market Impact/Analysis

▪ Community outreach and input

▪ Educational workshops

▪ Help identify funding sources 

▪ EPA Brownfields Grants-strategy development and 
application reviews



Workshop #1 Recap: Brownfields 101
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Indiana Brownfields Program Overview and Updates

Indiana Brownfields Program Overview and Updates

Gary Brownfields Redevelopment Workshop #1
October 17, 2025



INDIANA BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM

Our mission is to encourage and assist investment in the redevelopment of brownfield 

properties by helping communities via educational, financial, technical, and legal assistance to 

identify and mitigate environmental barriers that impede local economic growth.
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BENEFITS OF A SUCCESSFUL BROWNFIELD 

REDEVELOPMENT

INDIANA BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM 

LENDS A HAND



               PHASE I ESA OVERVIEW

       LEGAL/TECHNICAL INCENTIVES

PHASE I ESA INITIATIVE

PETROLEUM ORPHAN SITE INITIATIVE



Lori's presentation focused on the IDEM 
Interactive Map, a key tool available on the 
"What's in My Neighborhood" website.



Liability
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Love Canal is a reminder 
of both the devastating 
consequences of 
environmental disasters 
and the power of 
concerned citizens to 
spur change nationwide.

Through the 1940’s, an 
estimated 21,000 tons of 
chemicals and 
hazardous waste were 
dumped in the Love 
Canal. In the 1970s, 
contaminated 
groundwater migrated 
through sewers and 
creeks and began 
seeping into people’s 
properties.  

Origin of Superfund 



Unintended Consequences of Superfund Law

• 1980’s: a pattern to avoid potential CERCLA liability was 
developing…in the greenfields!

• Older industrial/commercial sites continued to deteriorate

• Lenders wouldn’t lend due to the liability scheme (CERCLA 
liability)

• Sites with potential contamination avoided 



Brownfields Laws and Incentives

Helps address the environmental issues for property transactions & expansions

Liability protection

• For prospective purchaser, contiguous landowners, and others
• Perform due diligence (environmental assessments) before purchase and 

cooperate in addressing environmental issues
Funding for eligible sites and entities include:

• Assessment, cleanup
• Redevelopment (primarily non-EPA sources)

EPA Performance Measures: 
• Properties assessed
• Jobs leveraged
• Dollars leveraged
• Acres made ready for anticipated re-use



Liability Protection: All Appropriate Inquiry
AAI: the process of evaluating a property’s environmental condition and assessing the likelihood of 
any contamination

• Conducted to claim protection from CERCLA liability
• Must be conducted within 180 days prior to acquisition 
• Report must meet the ASTM E1527-21 Phase I standards

Requirements (at a minimum): 
• An opinion as to whether the inquiry identified conditions indicative of releases or threatened 

releases of hazardous materials, pollutants, etc. 
• Identification of “significant” data gaps
• Qualifications and signature of the environmental professional
• The environmental professional must include an opinion regarding additional appropriate 

investigation

The ASTM Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) is a critical process to 
identify potential environmental liabilities and ensure compliance with regulations



Reference: “EPA Environmental Contaminants Often Found at Brownfield Sites” February 2025



Three basic 
exposure 
pathways are (1) 
breathing, (2) 
eating or 
drinking, and (3) 
direct contact 
with the skin

Reference: “EPA Environmental Contaminants Often Found at Brownfield Sites” February 2025



How to Screen Sites for 
Brownfields
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What are Past Property Uses That May Result in a 

Brownfield Site? 

Reference: “EPA Past Property Uses” September 2019



Identification of Brownfields Sites
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Brownfield?  







Asbestos Containing Building Materials

Lead Paint







Workshop Homework: Identify 
one or more potential 
brownfield sites and fill out the 
Brownfield ID form.  Please 
bring it to our next workshop 
for discussion.  



You’ve Got a Friend in TAB
TAB providers can fill gaps and help support overall project goals.

▪ Help identifying your community’s brownfields

▪ Strategic planning and reuse visioning 

▪ Solar and Green Energy Strategies

▪ Economic feasibility and Market Impact/Analysis

▪ Community outreach and input

▪ Educational workshops

▪ Help identify funding sources 

▪ EPA Brownfields Grants-strategy development and 
application reviews



We Want to Hear Your Feedback

Click this link    

Brownfields Tools and Resources in Gary, IN 11/14/2025

Or, Scan this QR image from your smartphone

Please provide feedback on today’s event:

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6rDXpv4A1kgcU9o


Evaluation and Wrap Up
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